CHAPTER    II
Must God Go?
ALL Marxian Communists assume that religious
belief is part of the capitalist culture and will there-
fore disappear with it.
If religion is taken as being synonymous with
religious observance there is plenty of evidence to
suggest that religion is within the capitalist culture
and is decaying with it. We know from personal
experience how small a proportion of the population
go regularly to church, probably not more than
one in forty-five. But churchgoing is not a very
satisfactory test by which to distinguish religious
from non-religious people. Some of us, no doubt,
have friends who describe themselves as Christians
but who take no part in public worship. Obviously,
the better test is to discover what the majority
believe, classifying their beliefs on the basis of the
rough definition as to the difference between the
religious and the secularist creed which has already
been advanced.
In his interesting chapter on religion John Strachey
discusses the decay of religion. But he omits one
question. He never asks whether religion is true;
he does not offer a single reason for assuming that
it has been proved untrue. This is a curious omission,
for if religion is true it cannot be confined to a